Middle School Self-Guided Tour Teacher Information
We’re glad you can join us for a self-guided tour at the Conservatory of Flowers with your middle school group! The purpose of this sheet is to provide you with everything you
need to know for the trip. Please make sure to read over this document as well as the attached teacher’s edition of the worksheet before your trip, and if you have any questions
or have not yet scheduled your field trip, please contact Erika Frank, Director of Volunteer Services, at efrank@sfcof.org or (415) 637-4326. Reservations are required.
Each student should bring a pencil and clipboard or other hard surface to write on.
Directions & Checking In
The Conservatory of Flowers is located at 100 John F. Kennedy Drive in the northeastern section of Golden Gate Park. Free four-hour parking is available along JFK Drive.
The Conservatory of Flowers can be accessed from MUNI lines 5, 21, 33, and 44.
For more information about getting to the Conservatory, please visit www.conservatoryofflowers.org/visit
When you arrive, please check in at the ticket booth in front of the Conservatory’s main entrance. They will provide you with copies of the student handout and a free admission
ticket for the group.
There are no restrooms inside the Conservatory, but there are public bathrooms just to the left (west) of the building.
When you leave, make sure to leave the matching game cards back at the ticket booth.
Conservatory Rules
No food or drinks are permitted inside the Conservatory. The steps and lawn in front are a great place for a snack or lunch.
Students should understand that they are not permitted to touch any of the plants. Some of them are very sensitive to human touch, some are sharp, and some are even poisonous!
Cell phones and other handheld electronic devices are allowed for picture-taking only. There should be no talking on phones or music playing inside the Conservatory.
Activities
While in the Conservatory, students will rotate through the building, completing two activities as listed on their handout. They will go on a history scavenger hunt, and complete
an activity about rare plants and ecology.
Each activity should last about 25 minutes, and the entire tour should last about one hour. Please feel free to visit the (always changing) special exhibit if you have time.
Groups and Chaperones
Please divide your class into groups of no more than 7 students. Each group needs to have at least one adult chaperone. It works well to have an even number of groups, half of
them beginning with Activity One and the other half with Activity Two. After each 25-minute activity, each group will rotate to the other activity. It may be helpful to appoint a
“time-keeper” in each group.
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